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A FILM celebrating a colossus of Scotland’s culture, poet and songwriter
Hamish Henderson, aims to highlight that his “legacy is in danger of being
forgotten” despite his lifetime efforts championing the country.

A war hero, poet, singer, songwriter, and political activist, the late Henderson
played a key part in awakening Scotland’s cultural consciousness.

Best known for penning the South African freedom fighters' anthem Rivonia
and his Freedom Come A'Ye, which has been previously called to become
Scotland's new national anthem, Henderson spent his life celebrating and
sharing Scotland's culture.

Born in Perthshire, Henderson, who died in 2002, was often described as a
“colourful character” who recorded hundreds of songs and ballads from across
Scotland, in a bid to preserve the country’s culture for posterity.

READ MORE: 

Despite his efforts, Henderson’s own legacy is now in danger of slipping into
obscurity, director behind the Hamish Henderson An Artist's Inspiration
documentary, Michael Lloyd, has said. 

“Hamish's legacy isn't just his folk-song collecting, which has been the focus of
previous films,” Lloyd said.

“Primarily it is his advocacy for a Scotland that has respect for itself. That is the
motivation behind, for instance, the songs, the 'Freedom Come a'Ye' and the
'Banks o'Sicily'.

Lloyd added: “Hamish was an outward-looking nationalist. He didn't take
former first minister Jack McConnell's view that Scotland is, ‘the best small
country in the world’. 

“He didn't care whether it was or wasn't.

“What mattered to him was that it should be respected for what it is. And most
importantly, that the people of Scotland themselves should value it. 

“He was the antithesis of the Scottish cultural cringe.”

The film features musicians from the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland
performing some of Henderson’s most famous tracks in locations that played
a part in the poet's life, like 's famed Sandy Bells bar.

Lloyd explained that he wanted to explore a more visually and audibly
interesting way to tell Henderson’s life than just “talking heads”.  

“They gave really first-rate performances of music that was either by Hamish
or associated with him,” he said. 

Friends, colleagues, and experts were also interviewed for the film as they
celebrated Henderson’s life and tried to answer the question of what drove the
poet to “turn out the way he did”, explained Lloyd.

READ MORE: 

“It asks questions about Hamish's character and personality and why he
achieved what he achieved,” he said. 

In his lifetime, Henderson helped establish the Edinburgh People’s Festival in
1951, which put traditional Scottish folk music on a public stage for the first
time and arguably evolved into the internationally renowned Edinburgh
Fringe.

In 1983, he turned down an OBE in protest at the nuclear arms policy of
Margaret Thatcher’s government and, as a result, was voted Scot of the Year by
BBC Radio Scotland listeners. 

He was also bisexual and campaigned for equal rights and 
, and was a strong supporter of the release of Nelson Mandela.

“It is very important, right now, with Scotland split between those who value it
and those who do not,” Lloyd said 

“Our cultural horizons are shaped by a media which is focused largely on
celebrities who draw their inspiration from other places. 

“If you vox-popped in  today, I imagine you'd find one
person who knew about Hamish for every hundred that had heard of Taylor
Swift.

“This is what inspired Charles Nasmyth, as an English outsider, to
commemorate Hamish in the portrait that is at the heart of the film. He is
worth remembering and should be an inspiration to future generations.”

Lloyd explained the challenges in trying to condense Henderson's
extraordinary life into one film as “there's so much to say about the man”.

But he also wanted to touch on why Nasmyth decided to paint him, as the film
explores how the artist was “moved” by Henderson's humanitarian socialism.

The documentary also explores common themes of Henderson, like his
integrity and humour, along with his unwavering support of all things Scottish,
where were expressed in the songs, ballads and stories he collected.

READ MORE: 

He was also a fierce believer that the Scots language should thrive as a living
expression of Scotland's identity and culture.

“He wasn't pretending to be anything else; he was absolutely true to his own
views,” Lloyd said.  

“At the same time, he was someone who brought on other people; he was very
keen to encourage people.

“The time he spent in Sandy Bell's bar wasn't just drinking and chatting, it was
often to do with giving opportunities to people, encouraging people to meet
other people who would help them in their career.”

Lloyd’s Hamish Henderson An Artist's Inspiration is set to be shown at the
Royal Conservatoire of Scotland in Glasgow and the Eden Court  in

 this month. You can learn more about the .
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